
MINUTES OF A REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
OF THE CITY OF GREENVILLE, MISSISSIPPI

March 4, 2014
BE IT REMEMBERED that the City Council of the City of Greenville, Mississippi met in regular session at City Hall at the hour of 4:00 P.M., Tuesday the 4th day of March for the purpose of transacting such business as might properly come before it.

**************************************************************************************************************************

There were present the following officers and members of Council:

Mayor: 


John H. Cox, III


Council Members: 
Tommy L. Benson, III, Lois Hawkins, Ann Hollowell, Errick Simmons, Betty Watkins and Carolyn Weathers


Also Present: 

Andy Alexander, City Attorney

Jermaine Thornton, Bldgs. & Grds. Chief 



Ruben Brown, Fire Chief


Teresa Kingdom, H.R. Director
Freddie Cannon, Police Chief

Steve Osso, Ext. Financial Consultant



William Coppage, Exec. Asst. to the Mayor
Al Scarborough, IT Manager




Shikaria Davis, Legal Secretary 

Jessie Whitley, Water Dept. Manager
Milton Davenport, Fleet Manager 
Amelia D. Wicks, City Clerk


Draylan Gant, Airport Director

Carlon Williams, Planning/Zoning Dir.


Corey Holmes, Parks & Rec. Dir.

Gwanda Wilson, Municipal Court Clerk
Absent:


Brad Jones, Public Works Director

D’Andre Williams, Housing Inspector
**************************************************************************************************************************

Mayor Cox introduced Bishop Tommy Benson, III of Vessels of Mercy Ministries who offered the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
**************************************************************************************************************************
Mayor Cox called for additions and deletions to the Agenda. The following items were added or deleted: 

 
On motion by Councilwoman Weathers, seconded by Councilman Simmons with all members present voting AYE, Council tabled Item #8 “Council to consider approval of the Depot Preservation and Maintenance Covenant for the purpose of protecting and preserving the architectural and historical integrity of the property (100% grant funded)”. 

On motion by Councilwoman Watkins, seconded by Councilman Simmons with all members present voting AYE, Council added, “Council to hear report from the Mayor’s Youth Council,” to the Agenda.


On motion by Councilwoman Hollowell, seconded by Councilwoman Weathers with all members present voting AYE, Council added, “Council to consider discussion of naming the City’s Strategic Plan,” to the Agenda.


On motion by Councilwoman Watkins, seconded by Councilman Benson with all members present voting AYE, Council added, “Council to hear update on Order #14-118 of February 18, 2014 approving budget amendment for the Mayor’s office to fund the Go Greenville Internship Program conditioned upon receiving favorable status to do so by the City Attorney,” to the Agenda.

On motion by Councilman Simmons, seconded by Councilwoman Weathers with all members present voting AYE, Council added, “Council to consider discussion of Air Services Development,” in Closed Session to the Agenda.
            On motion by Councilwoman Watkins, seconded by Councilwoman Hollowell with all members present voting AYE, Council added, “Council to consider nominations to the Greenville Planning Commission,” to the Agenda.

On motion by Councilwoman Weathers, seconded by Councilwoman Hollowell with all members present voting AYE, Council added, “Council to consider personnel issues in the Traffic Engineering Department and Airport Department for Executive Session,” to the Agenda.

**************************************************************************************************************************


The following monthly reports were presented:

a. Airport







b. City Clerk’s Office
c. Fire Department

d. Fleet Department
e. Human Resources

f. Municipal Court

g. Planning Department

h. Police Department

i. Public Works Department 
j. Water/Utility Department

On motion by Councilman Benson, seconded by Councilwoman Hawkins with all members present voting AYE, Council adopted Department Head reports as submitted.

**************************************************************************************************************************

Park Commissioner Hawkins introduced Mr. Corey Holmes who was hired as the Parks and Recreation Director effective February 27, 2014. Mr. Holmes provided his vision for operation and development of the Department.
**************************************************************************************************************************

On motion by Councilman Simmons, seconded by Councilwoman Watkins with all members present voting AYE, Council moved Item #6, “Council to hear update from Tammy Reed of the Washington County Emergency Response Team (CERT),” to the next Agenda item.

Deputy Emergency Manager Tammy Reed updated Mayor and Council on the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) program. CERT is a volunteer group of trained disaster workers at a neighborhood level. The CERT program provides volunteers with twenty (20) hours of training at no cost. Attendees will learn basic search and rescue; emergency medical aid; and psychological comfort techniques.
**************************************************************************************************************************


On motion by Councilwoman Hollowell, seconded by Councilman Benson with all members present voting AYE, Council adopted minutes of a regular session City Council meeting held February 18, 2014.
**************************************************************************************************************************


On motion by Councilman Benson, seconded by Councilman Simmons with all members present voting AYE, Council adopted minutes of a special session City Council meeting held February 21, 2014. 
**************************************************************************************************************************

On motion by Councilwoman Watkins, seconded by Councilwoman Hollowell with all members present voting AYE, Council received minutes of a special Planning Commission meeting held February 27, 2014.
**************************************************************************************************************************


Mrs. Lynn Cox and Rev. Hattie Young of Keep Greenville Beautiful announced the annual “Keep Greenville Clean and Green” city-wide clean-up day will be held Saturday, April 5, 2014 from 8 a.m.-12 noon. The annual event is a friendly competition between the six (6) Wards to see who can collect the most bags of trash. A celebration lunch will be held at Harty Park following the clean-up for volunteers. The Ward with the most filled bags returned will be recognized at the celebration lunch and at a City Council meeting. 
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER #14-150
ORDER: AUTHORIZING RECEIVING REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS (RFPS) FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE EPA SARULLO/ALL SAINTS CIRCLE SANITARY SEWER PROJECT #XP-95476611-1 (55% GRANT FUNDED).

On motion by Councilwoman Hollowell, seconded by Councilwoman Hawkins with all members present voting AYE, Council authorized receiving requests for proposals (RFPs).
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER #14-151
ORDER: APPROVING ENTERING INTO A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH MS ACTION FOR COMMUNITY EDUCATION (MACE), INC. IN SUPPORT OF ITS YOUTH BUILD POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION INITIATIVE. 
SEE DOCUMENT AT END


On motion by Councilwoman Hawkins, seconded by Councilman Benson with all members present voting AYE, Council entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with MS Action for Community Education (MACE).
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER #14-152
ORDER: RETAINING THE SERVICES OF THE JOHN C. STENNIS INSTITUTE OF GOVERNMENT TO CONDUCT A COMPENSATION STUDY AT A COST OF $10,845.00.
SEE DOCUMENT AT END

Motion was entered by Councilman Simmons, seconded by Councilwoman Hollowell to deny. Councilman Simmons, Councilwoman Weathers and Councilwoman Hollowell voted AYE. Councilman Benson, Councilwoman Hawkins and Councilwoman Watkins voted NAY. There being a tie vote, Mayor Cox voted NAY.

Motion was then entered by Councilman Benson, seconded by Councilwoman Hawkins to approve. Councilman Benson, Councilwoman Hawkins and Councilwoman Watkins voted AYE, Councilman Simmons, Councilwoman Weathers and Councilwoman Hollowell voted NAY. There being a tie vote, the Mayor voted in the affirmative. Motion passed.
**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER #14-153
ORDER: DENYING PAYMENT TO SIMPSON AIR CONDITIONING FOR WORK PERFORMED ON AIRPORT FIRE STATION HEATING SYSTEM AND FOLLOW SAME PROCEDURE AS PAYMENT FOR EMERGENCY WORK FOR BROADWAY AVENUE.

On motion by Councilman Simmons, seconded by Councilman Benson with all members present voting AYE, Council denied payment. 
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER #14-154
ORDER: RATIFYING TRAVEL/TRAINING REQUESTS FOR CYNTHIA WILLIS AND JAMIE WHEATLEY WHO ATTENDED THE MS OFFICE OF HIGHWAY SAFETY FISCAL YEAR 2014 GRANT MEETING IN RIDGELAND, MS ON FEBRUARY 21, 2014 IN THE AMOUNT OF $11.00 EACH.
On motion by Councilman Benson, seconded by Councilwoman Hollowell with all members present voting AYE, Council ratified travel.
**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER #14-155
ORDER: RATIFYING TRAVEL FOR JEREMY ARENDALE AND DENNIS BUCKNER WHO RETRIEVED A SUSPECT FROM WICHITA, KS IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $482.24.
On motion by Councilwoman Weathers, seconded by Councilwoman Hawkins with all members present voting AYE, Council ratified travel.
**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER #14-156
ORDER: RATIFYING TRAVEL/TRAINING REQUESTS FOR MARLON CARPENTER, BRIDGETT WINTERS, BRENDA GALES, NATHAN RHYMES, RONNIE WASHINGTON, JERMAINE THRONTON, WALTER SCOTT, JEFF APPLETON AND FREDDY JOHNSON WHO TRAVELED TO INDIANOLA, MS ON MARCH 4, 2014 TO ATTEND THE MS MANUFACTURER’S ASSOCIATION LEADERSHIP I WORKSHOP IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $819.00.

On motion by Councilman Benson, seconded by Councilwoman Weathers with all members present voting AYE, Council ratified travel/training requests.
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER #14-157
ORDER: APPROVING TRAVEL/TRAINING REQUESTS FOR BRAD JONES, JERMAINE THORNTON AND WAYNE JOHNSON TO ATTEND THE MUTCD RETROREFLECTIVITY AND UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES TRAINING FROM MARCH 10-12, 2014 IN JACKSON, MS IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $786.00.

On motion by Councilwoman Hawkins, seconded by Councilwoman Weathers with all members present voting AYE, Council approved travel/training requests.
**************************************************************************************************************************


ORDER #14-158
ORDER: APPROVING TRAVEL/TRAINING REQUEST FOR UNDRA WASHINGTON TO ATTEND THE MUTCD RETROREFLECTIVITY AND UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES TRAINING FROM MARCH 10-12, 2014 IN JACKSON, MS IN THE AMOUNT OF $328.00.

On motion by Councilwoman Watkins, seconded by Councilwoman Hawkins with all members present voting AYE, Council approved travel/training request.
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER #14-159
ORDER: APPROVING TRAVEL/TRAINING REQUESTS FOR BRAD JONES, NATHAN RHYMES AND JIMMY LITTLE TO ATTEND THE WARM/HOT ASPHALT DESIGN AND MAINTENANCE SEMINAR FROM MARCH 24-25, 2014 IN MERIDIAN, MS IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $438.00.

On motion by Councilwoman Watkins, seconded by Councilwoman Hollowell with all members present voting AYE, Council approved travel/training requests.
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER #14-160
ORDER: APPROVING TRAVEL/TRAINING REQUEST FOR CHRISTOPHER BAKER TO ATTEND THE FIRE ACADEMY ROPE RESCUE (530-1) COURSE FROM MARCH 16-20, 2014 IN PEARL, MS IN THE AMOUNT OF $92.00.

On motion by Councilwoman Watkins, seconded by Councilwoman Hollowell with all members present voting AYE, Council approved travel/training request.
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER #14-161
ORDER: APPROVING TRAVEL/TRAINING REQUEST FOR DRAYLAN GANT TO ATTEND THE AIRLINE HEADQUARTER’S MEETING FROM MARCH 12-13, 2014 IN ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI IN THE AMOUNT OF $887.10.

On motion by Councilwoman Hawkins, seconded by Councilwoman Weathers with all members present voting AYE, Council approved travel/training request. 
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER #14-162
ORDER: APPROVING PAY REQUEST #023477 FROM EARTHCON CONSULTANTS IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,496.84 FOR WORK PERFORMED UNDER THE EPA 2013 BROWNFIELDS GRANT #BF-00D11113-0 (100% GRANT FUNDED).

On motion by Councilwoman Watkins, seconded by Councilman Benson with all members present voting AYE, Council approved Pay Requests.
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER #14-163
ORDER: APPROVING PAY REQUEST #18457 FROM W.L. BURLE ENGINEERS, PA IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,200 FOR WORK PERFORMED UNDER THE 2012 HOME GRANT #1224-M12-SG-280-10977(100% GRANT FUNDED).


On motion by Councilman Simmons, seconded by Councilwoman Weathers with all members present voting AYE, Council approved Pay Request.

**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER #14-164
ORDER: APPROVING PAY REQUEST #5 FROM BELINDA STEWART ARCHITECTS, PA IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,205.86 FOR WORK PERFORMED UNDER THE YAZOO AND MS VALLEY DEPOT RESTORATION PROJECT #STP-0170-00(007) LPA/106560-701000 (100% GRANT FUNDED).

On motion by Councilwoman Hawkins, seconded by Councilwoman Hollowell with all members present voting AYE, Council approved Pay Request.
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER # 14-165
ORDER: Approving aCCOUNTS Payable CLAIMS Docket in the amount of $919,777.76. 

On motion by Councilman Benson, seconded by Councilwoman Weathers with all members present voting AYE, Council approved Accounts Payable Claims Docket.
**************************************************************************************************************************

Council heard from three (3) members of the Mayor’s Youth Council. The trio thanked Council for allowing them to attend the MS Municipal League Statewide Youth Leadership Summit in Columbus, MS from February 28th through March 1st. In addition, the Youth Council participated in a “school swap” program. Under such program, students attend a different school from theirs in Washington County to experience the school environment for the day. Members of the Mayor’s Youth Council attend Greenville Public School District, St. Joseph Catholic School and Riverside High School. No action taken.
**************************************************************************************************************************


On October 1, 2013 the City accepted a proposal by Orion Planning Group to develop a comprehensive plan for the City. Orion has requested the City to offer a name for the plan. Suggestions by Councilwoman Hawkins were: Launching the new Greenville; Forging Ahead; Stepping Forward; and Blitzing Greenville. Other Councilmembers will provide names at a later date. No action taken.

**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER #14-166
ORDER: RECONSIDERING TABLING ITEM #8, “COUNCIL TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE DEPOT PRESERVATION AND MAINTENANCE COVENANT FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROTECTING AND PRESERVING THE ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORY INTEGRITY OF THE PROPERTY (100% GRANT).”

On motion by Councilwoman Weathers, seconded by Councilman Benson with all members present voting AYE, Council reconsidered tabling Item #8.

**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER #14-167
ORDER: APPROVING THE DEPOT PRESERVATION AND MAINTENANCE COVENANT FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROTECTING AND PRESERVING THE ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL INTEGRITY OF THE PROPERTY (100% GRANT FUNDED).
SEE DOCUMENT AT END

On motion by Councilman Simmons, seconded by Councilwoman Weathers with all members present voting AYE, Council approved the Depot Preservation and Maintenance Covenant.

**************************************************************************************************************************


Council approved a budget amendment during its February 18, 2014 regular City Council meeting to fund the Go Greenville Internship Program conditioned upon receiving favorable status to do so by the City Attorney. Question was raised in that the program was privately funded in the past and those funds are no longer available.


The program allows rising college seniors and recent college graduates an opportunity to work in Washington County and receive a stipend at the end of the summer internship. The premise is to provide job opportunities and encourage students to return and work in the county after graduation. Atty. Alexander informed Council the wage paid complies with wage and hour laws. Furthermore, he is of the opinion there is no legal impediment to the City funding a coordinator and one intern position. No action taken.
**************************************************************************************************************************

EXECUTIVE SESSION

**************************************************************************************************************************

OPEN SESSION

ORDER: 14-168
 

ORDER: REAPPOINTING JOHN BERNARDI, SHERMAN HARRIS, WILLIE SULLIVAN AND JIMMY WILLIAMS, BY ACCLAMATION, AS PLANNING COMMISSIONERS FOR THREE (3) YEAR TERMS COMMENCING APRIL 1, 2014 AND TERMINATING MARCH 31, 2017 [MAYOR COX, COUNCILMAN BENSON, COUNCILWOMAN HAWKINS AND COUNCILWOMAN WEATHERS HAD LEAD NOMINATIONS.] 
 

               On motion by Councilman Simmons, seconded by Councilman Benson with all members present voting AYE, Council reappointed members to the Planning Commission.

**************************************************************************************************************************

 There being no further business coming before the City Council the meeting was adjourned.
THE CITY COUNCIL OF 

GREENVILLE, MISSISSIPPI

_________________________
JOHN H. COX, III, MAYOR 
ATTEST:
_________________________________________

AMELIA D. WICKS, CITY CLERK 
City Council Meeting

March 4, 2014
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