
       MINUTES OF A REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
OF THE CITY OF GREENVILLE, MISSISSIPPI

December 2, 2014
BE IT REMEMBERED that the City Council of the City of Greenville, Mississippi met in regular session at City Hall at the hour of 4:00 P.M., Tuesday the 2nd day of December for the purpose of transacting such business as might properly come before it.

**************************************************************************************************************************

There were present the following officers and members of Council:

Mayor: 


John H. Cox, III


Council Members: 
Tommy L. Benson, III, Lois Hawkins, Ann Hollowell, Errick Simmons, Betty Watkins, and Carolyn Weathers
Also Present: 

Andy Alexander, City Attorney

Brad Jones, Public Works Director



Ruben Brown, Fire Chief


Steve Osso, Ext. Financial Consultant



Freddie Cannon, Police Chief 

Lane Rodgers, Interim Airport Director



Milton Davenport, Fleet Manager

Al Scarborough, IT Manager
Shikaria Davis, Legal Secretary

Jessie Whitley, Water Dept. Manager

Corey Holmes, Parks & Rec. Director
Amelia D. Wicks, City Clerk
Mark Hooker, External Engineer

Carlon Williams, Planning/Zoning Dir.
Absent:


William Coppage, Exec. Asst. to the Mayor 
Teresa Kingdom, H.R. Director


Gwanda Wilson, Municipal Court Clerk
**************************************************************************************************************************

Mayor Cox introduced Major Alan Phillips of the Salvation Army who offered the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. Members of the Mayor’s Youth Council were introduced. The members were present to observe how local government operates. 
**************************************************************************************************************************
Mayor Cox called for additions and deletions to the Agenda. The following items were added: 


On motion by Councilman Benson, seconded by Councilwoman Watkins with all members present voting AYE, Council added, “Council to consider hearing request of Rev. Arthur Hunt on the 1st Annual Christmas Holiday Marketplace and Festival for the City of Creativity,” to the Agenda. 

On motion by Councilwoman Watkins, seconded by Councilwoman Weathers with all members present voting AYE, Council added, “Council to consider approval of final pay request from AIA Builders, LLC in the amount of $93,499.50 for work performed under HUD HOME grant #1224-M12-SG-280-10977 (100% grant funded),” to the Agenda.
On motion by Councilwoman Watkins, seconded by Councilwoman Weathers with all members present voting AYE, Council added, “Council to consider approval of Pay Requests #14-130 and #14-285 from Metro Home Inspection, LLC in the amount of $700.00 each for work performed under the HUD HOME grant #1224-M12-SG-280-10977 (100% grant funded),” to the Agenda.

On motion by Councilwoman Watkins, seconded by Councilwoman Hollowell with all members present voting AYE, Council added, “Council to hear Leading Edge update from City Attorney in Executive Session,” to the Agenda. 
**************************************************************************************************************************

The following monthly reports were presented:

a. Airport

b. City Clerk’s Office
c. Engineering

d. Fleet Department
e. Mayor’s Office

f. Municipal Court

g. Planning Department

h. Police Department

i. Public Works Department 
j. Water/Utility Department
On motion by Councilwoman Weathers, seconded by Councilman Benson with all members present voting AYE, Council accepted monthly reports as submitted.

**************************************************************************************************************************

Councilman Simmons arrives
On motion by Councilwoman Watkins, seconded by Councilman Simmons with all members present voting AYE, Council adopted minutes of a regular session City Council meeting held November 18, 2014.
**************************************************************************************************************************


On motion by Councilman Benson, seconded by Councilman Simmons with all members present voting AYE, Council adopted minutes of a Public Works Committee meeting held November 25, 2014.
**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER #14-602
ORDER: AUTHORIZING AN EARLY SANITARY SEWER EVALUATION OF THE WEST TERRACE GARDEN MINI SYSTEM 12 AND CHATHAM DRIVE HANCOCK LIFT STATION USING FUNDS FROM THE WATER & SEWER CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND AT A COST OF $100,000 OR LESS.

On motion by Councilwoman Weathers, seconded by Councilwoman Hawkins with all members present voting AYE, Council authorized an Early Sanitary Sewer Evaluation.
**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER #14-603
ORDER: AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A SEWER LINE TELESCOPIC PROBE AT A COST OF $10,000 OR LESS USING FUNDS FROM THE WATER & SEWER CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND.

On motion by Councilwoman Weathers, seconded by Councilwoman Hawkins with all members present voting AYE, Council authorized purchase.


**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER #14-604
ORDER: AUTHORIZING SETTING THE SPEED LIMIT AT 25 MILES PER HOUR (MPH) ON CYPRESS LANE.

On motion by Councilman Benson, seconded by Councilman Simmons with all members present voting AYE, Council authorized setting speed limit at twenty-five (25) miles per hour (mph).
**************************************************************************************************************************

Safety Coordinator Thomas Haynes prepared a report for Council. Fleet Director Davenport informed Council members that estimates were received on two (2) patrol vehicles involved in accidents. Patrol Unit #461, a 2005 Ford Crown Victoria at a value of $3,936.00; and Patrol Unit #403, a 2005 Ford Crown Victoria at a value of $2,834.50. The City will retain all emergency equipment installed on the vehicles.
ORDER #14-605
ORDER: ACCEPTING THE ESTIMATED SALVAGE VALUE FOR TWO (2) PATROL UNITS INVOLVED IN ACCIDENTS; $3,936.00 FROM NATIONWIDE INSURANCE COMPANY FOR A 2005 FORD CROWN VICTORIA, VIN #2FAFP71W75X158481; AND $2,834.50 FROM MS MUNICIPAL SERVICE COMPANY FOR A 2009 FOR CROWN VICTORIA, VIN #2FAFP71W85158456; AND REMOVING BOTH VEHICLES FROM INVENTORY.

On motion by Councilman Simmons, seconded by Councilman Benson with all members present voting AYE, Council settled two (2) claims.
**************************************************************************************************************************

Director Jones and Street Supervisor Jimmy Little outlined pot hole repair procedures. Councilmembers took up for discussion street repairs. A listing of streets previously approved by Council for repair with the remaining Street Bond funds will be provided for the next scheduled Council meeting. No action taken.
**************************************************************************************************************************


Major Alan Phillips and Mr. Carlos Brothers of the Salvation Army proposed a Kettle Bell Ringing Contest at Walmart. They are requesting Councilmembers participate in competing against the Washington County Board of Supervisors on Saturday, December 20, 2014. Council accepted the challenge and each group will be situated at separate entrances and compete to raise the highest donations for the day. No official action taken.
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER #14-606
ORDER: TABLING CONSIDERATION OF HOLDING DISCUSSION ON HOW TO ALLOCATE PROCEEDS FROM THE SALE OF 1.32± ACRES OF WARD RECREATION CENTER FRONTAGE ROAD PROPERTY.

Motion was entered by Councilman Simmons, seconded by Councilwoman Weathers to table consideration. Substitute motion was entered by Councilwoman Hollowell to send to the Finance Committee. Substitute motion failed for lack of a second. Votes on the original motion tabling consideration were all members present voting AYE, except Councilwoman Hollowell who voted NAY. 
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER #14-607
ORDER: RATIFYING TRAVEL/TRAINING REQUEST FOR VERNON MURPHREE WHO ATTENDED THE STATE FIRE ACADEMY-FIRE INVESTIGATOR I COURSE FROM NOVEMBER 9 – 20, 2014 IN PEARL, MS IN THE AMOUNT OF $184.00.
On motion by Councilwoman Weathers, seconded by Councilman Benson with all members present voting AYE, Council ratified travel/training request.
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER #14-608
ORDER: APPROVING TRAVEL/TRAINING REQUESTS FOR TERRELL JOHNSON IN THE AMOUNT OF $105.00 AND ANTHONY SCOTT IN THE AMOUNT $238.20 TO ATTEND THE AIRCRAFT RESCUE AND FIRE FIGHTER DRIVER OPERATOR CLASS FROM DECEMBER 5-7, 2014 IN MUSCLE SHOALS, AL. CONTINGNT UPON SUFFICIENT FUNDS REMAINING IN THE AIRPORT TRAINING BUDGET FOR PART 139 FAA CERTIFICATION.

Motion was entered by Councilwoman Watkins, seconded by Councilman Benson to approve travel/training requests. Substitute motion was entered by Councilman Simmons, seconded by Councilwoman Weathers, with all members present voting AYE, to approve contingent on mandated FAA training funds being available in the budget.
**************************************************************************************************************************


ORDER #14-609
ORDER: APPROVING PAY REQUEST #2 FROM AVIS CONSTRUCTION, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $63,942.55 FOR WORK PERFORMED UNDER PHASE II OF THE CDBG NO. 9 CANAL DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT GRANT #GV-350-199-01 (100% GRANT FUNDED).

On motion by Councilwoman Weathers, seconded by Councilman Simmons with all members present voting AYE, Council approved Pay Request.
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER #14-610
ORDER: APPROVING PAY REQUEST #1 FROM SOUTH DELTA PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $11,253.50 FOR WORK PERFORMED UNDER PHASE II OF THE CDBG NO. 9 CANAL DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT GRANT #GV-350-199-01 (100% GRANT FUNDED).

On motion by Councilwoman Watkins, seconded by Councilwoman Hawkins with all members present voting AYE, Council approved Pay Request.
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER #14-611
ORDER: APPROVING PAY REQUESTS #25787 AND #25788 FROM EARTHCON CONSULTANTS, INC. IN THE AMOUNTS OF $19,669.54 AND $9,042.33 FOR WORK PERFORMED UNDER THE EPA BROWNFIELD GRANT #BF-00D11113-0 (100% GRANT FUNDED).

On motion by Councilman Simmons, seconded by Councilwoman Hawkins with all members present voting AYE, Council approved Pay Requests.
**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER #14-612
ORDER: APPROVING ACCOUNTS PAYABLE CLAIMS DOCKET AND MANUAL CHECK REPORT IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $438,895.21.
On motion by Councilwoman Weathers, seconded by Councilwoman Hollowell with all members present voting AYE, Council approved Accounts Payable Claims Docket and Manual Check Report.
**************************************************************************************************************************


Rev. Arthur L. Hunt, Jr. provided Councilmembers with information on the “First Christmas” Debut in the City of Creativity. Rev. Hunt is requesting Council consent to review the work completed in advancing the Governor’s vision for a strong Creative Economy program in Mississippi. Also, he is requesting support of $7,500 - $10,000 towards a three (3) year placement of the model through advertising and a year-end finale honoring the Governor. 
ORDER #14-613
ORDER: AUTHORIZING CONSENT FOR COUNCIL TO REVIEW THE FIRST CHRISTMAS – CITY OF CREATIVITY STRATEGIC PLAN.

 On motion by Councilman Simmons, seconded by Councilwoman Watkins with all members present voting AYE, except Councilwoman Hollowell who voted NAY, Council authorized consent to review. 

ORDER #14-614
ORDER: DENYING FINANCIAL SUPPORT, WITH REGRET, TOWARDS A THREE (3) - YEAR PLACEMENT MODEL.

Motion was entered by Councilwoman Hollowell, seconded by Councilwoman Weathers to deny financial support. Substitute motion was entered by Councilman Simmons, seconded by Councilwoman Weathers with all members present voting AYE, to deny financial support, with regret.
**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER #14-615
ORDER: APPROVING FINAL PAY REQUEST FROM AIA BUILDERS, LLC IN THE AMOUNT OF $93,499.50 FOR WORK PERFORMED UNDER THE HUD HOME GRANT #1224-M12-SG-280-10977 (100% GRANT FUNDED).

On motion by Councilman Simmons, seconded by Councilwoman Watkins with all members present voting AYE, Council approved Pay Request.

**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER #14-616
ORDER: APPROVING PAY REQUESTS #14-130 AND #14-285 FROM METRO HOME INSPECTION, LLC IN THE AMOUNT OF $700.00 EACH FOR WORK PERFORMED UNDER THE HUD HOME GRANT #1224-M12-SG-280-10977 (100% GRANT FUNDED).


On motion by Councilwoman Watkins, seconded by Councilwoman Weathers with all members present voting AYE, Council approved Pay Requests. 

**************************************************************************************************************************
EXECUTIVE SESSION

**************************************************************************************************************************

OPEN SESSION

**************************************************************************************************************************

Council proceeded to hold a Public Hearing to receive citizen input for consideration of adoption of the twenty (20) year comprehensive strategic plan. Mayor Cox called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Comprehensive plans are authorized and developed under the auspices of MCA § 17-1-1.
 
Mr. Robert Barber of Orion Planning Group provided an overview of what the plan is designed to accomplish. The plan, titled “Greenville – Planning Today for Tomorrow, a Strategic Plan to Revive the Heart and Soul of the Delta”, was presented earlier today to the Planning Commission, as required, and met with their approval. Mr. Barber stressed that unless a plan is put into operation it has no value and is of the opinion that renewal will take place in Greenville if implemented.
 
Four (4) phases are necessary to achieve the desired results: discovery; direction; design; and determination. Additionally, the plan recommends rewriting of land development/zoning codes. As well, priority should be given to development of downtown and its surrounding core. Finally, it was emphasized that for renewal, the City must stabilize its current assets. Questions were fielded from the Mayor, Council and audience.
 
ORDER # 14-619
 
ORDER: APPROVING THE ADOPTION OF A TWENTY (20) YEAR COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGIC PLAN FOR THE CITY TITLED“GREENVILLE – PLANNING TODAY FOR TOMORROW, A STRATEGIC PLAN TO REVIVE THE HEART AND SOUL OF THE DELTA”.
 
               On motion by Councilman Simmons, seconded by Councilman Benson with all members present voting AYE, Council adopted a twenty (20) year comprehensive plan designed to guide growth and development for the City. Meeting was adjourned by Mayor Cox.

*************************************************************************************************************************************


 There being no further business coming before the City Council the meeting was adjourned.
THE CITY COUNCIL OF 

GREENVILLE, MISSISSIPPI

_________________________
JOHN H. COX, III, MAYOR 
ATTEST:
_________________________________________

AMELIA D. WICKS, CITY CLERK 
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Page 6 of 7

