
MINUTES OF A REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

OF THE CITY OF GREENVILLE, MISSISSIPPI

July 21, 2020
BE IT REMEMBERED that the City Council of the City of Greenville, Mississippi met in regular session via Zoom Communications at the hour of 4:00 P.M., Tuesday the 21st day of July for the purpose of transacting such business as might properly come before it.  

**************************************************************************************************************************

There were present the following officers and members of Council:
Mayor:
Errick D. Simmons

Council Members: 
Tasha Banks, Al Brock, Lois Hawkins, Lurann Thomas-Kingdom and James Wilson 
Also Present: 

Andy Alexander, City Attorney 
             Ron Thomas, H.R. Director



Ruben Brown, Fire Chief


   Jermaine Thornton, Public Works Dir.




Priscilla Bush, Municipal Ct. Clerk
Ronnie Washington, Street/Utility Maint. Dir.
. 


Milton Davenport, Fleet Director

Samuel Washington, Airport Director



Mark DiBiase, External IT Manager   
Jessie Whitley, Water Billing Dir.

     Corey Holmes, Parks & Recreation Dir.  
Amelia D. Wicks, City Clerk

    Steve Osso, Ext. Financial Consultant
Carlon Williams, Interim Planning Dir.




Maple Smith, Legal Secretary

Delando Wilson, Police Chief
Absent:


Mark Hooker, Jr., Ext. City Engineer 
D’Andre Williams, Housing Inspector  
 Michael Merchant, Asst. Police Chief
**************************************************************************************************************************
Councilman Wilson offered the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. **************************************************************************************************************************

Mayor Simmons called for additions and deletions to the Agenda. The following items were added:

On motion by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom with all members present voting AYE, Council added, “Council to consider adding discussion regarding issues with utility billing charges and delays,” to the Agenda.

On motion by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom with all members present voting AYE, Council added, “Council to consider adding discussion regarding COVID-19 safety and security issues in the Police Department for Closed Session,” to the Agenda.
On motion by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Banks with all members present voting AYE, Council added, “Council to consider adding discussion of letter published in the Delta Democrat Times newspaper regarding trash in Ward 2,” to the Agenda.
On motion by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, seconded by Councilman Wilson with all members present voting AYE, Council added, “Council to consider ratifying Mayor’s signature on a Memorandum of Agreement  with the Washington County Board of Supervisor for a CDBG application prepared by South Delta Planning & Development for continuation of sewer rehabilitation work funneled through Washington County in that the City has not completed its current CDBG grant due to river levels,” to the Agenda.
On motion by Councilman Brock, seconded by Councilwoman Hawkins with all members present voting AYE, Council added, “Council to consider adding invoice from Lake Tindall, LLP in the amount of $9,857.66 to the Accounts Payable Claims Docket”.
On motion by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, seconded by Councilman Wilson with all members present voting AYE, Council added, “Council to consider adding discussion regarding safety and security issues in the Fire Department for Closed Session,” to the Agenda.
On motion by Councilman Brock, seconded by Councilman Wilson with all members present voting AYE, Council added, “Council to consider authorizing hiring a temporary person to work part time to cover the duties of the Parks and Recreation Golf Course Manager,” to the Agenda.

**************************************************************************************************************************
On motion by Councilwoman Banks, seconded by Councilwoman Hawkins with all members present voting AYE, Council accepted monthly reports as written with the exception of Airport and Washington County Economic Alliance.
The following monthly reports were presented:

a. Airport
b. Washington County Economic Alliance

**************************************************************************************************************************

On motion by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Hawkins with all members present voting AYE, Council adopted minutes of a regular session City Council meeting held July 7, 2020.

**************************************************************************************************************************

On motion by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, seconded by Councilwoman Hawkins with all members present voting AYE, Council adopted minutes of a Finance Committee meeting held July 8, 2020.  

**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER #20-379
ORDER: APPROVING ENTERING INTO A SIXTY (60) MONTH LEASE WITH AVAYA BUSINESS COMMUNICATIONS THROUGH CIT FINANCING FOR REPLACEMENT OF THE CURRENT LANDLINE TELEPHONE SYSTEM AT A MONTHLY RATE OF $583.17.

On motion by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, seconded by Councilman Brock with all members present voting AYE, Council approved entering into a sixty (60) month lease with Avaya Business Communications through CIT Financing for replacement of the current landline telephone system at a monthly rate of $583.17.

**************************************************************************************************************************

On motion by Councilman Brock, seconded by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom with all members present voting AYE, Council adopted minutes of a Public Work Committee meeting held July 8, 2020.  

**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER # 20-380
ORDER: AUTHORIZING ADDING THREE (3) ADDITIONAL SLUICE GATE REPAIRS ON THE WASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANT AERATION BASIN AT A TOTAL COST OF $60,690.00 TO HEMPHILL CONSTRUCTION COMPANY’S EXISTING CONTRACT UNDER THE COMPREHENSIVE SANITARY SEWER IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT, SRF-C280676-10, CONTRACT NO. 2 – WASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANT GRIT CHAMBER IMPROVEMENTS.  

On motion by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilman Brock with all members present voting AYE, Council authorized adding three (3) additional sluice gate repairs on the Waste Water Treatment Plant aeration basin at a total cost of $60,690.00 to Hemphill Construction Company’s existing contract under the Comprehensive Sanitary Sewer Improvements Project, SRF-C280676-10, contract No. 2 – Waste Water Treatment Plant Grit Chamber Improvements.  
**************************************************************************************************************************
On motion by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, seconded by Councilman Brock with all members present voting AYE, Council adopted minutes of a special session City Council meeting held July 10, 2020.  

**************************************************************************************************************************

On motion by Councilwoman Hawkins, seconded by Councilman Brock with all members present voting AYE, Council adopted minutes of a special session City Council meeting held July 15, 2020.  

**************************************************************************************************************************

Superintendents of the Greenville Public School District and Western Line School District along with Head Master Pinnow of Washington School briefly discussed their schools “Destination Safe Re-Entry” Plans. Dr. Dace, Dr. Hudson, and Mr. Pinnow briefed Council on measures they have taken to safety return students to school this fall due to the COVID-19 pandemic. No action taken.
**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER #20-381
                                                                                                                                                                        ORDER: ENTERING INTO AGREEMENT WITH RAYMOND JAMES & ASSOCIATES, INC. FOR A LETTER OF INTENT FOR UNDERWRITING SERVICES FOR POTENTIAL REFUNDING BONDS.

On motion by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilman Brock with all members present voting AYE, Council entered into agreement with Raymond James & Associates, Inc. for a Letter of Intent for Underwriting Services for potential refunding bonds.
**************************************************************************************************************************  

ORDER #20-382
SEE DOCUMENT AT END

ORDER: APPROVING TEN (10) YEAR LEASE AGREEMENT WITH AN OPTION OF RENEWAL FOR AN ADDITIONAL FIVE (5) YEAR TERM WITH JIM NEWSOM TRUCKING, INC., ON BEHALF OF THE GREENVILLE PORT COMMISSION, FOR LEASE OF LANDS ON THE CITY WATERFRONT.

On motion by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilman Brock with all members present voting AYE, Council approved ten (10) year lease agreement with an option of renewal for an additional five (5) year term with Jim Newsom Trucking, Inc., on behalf of the Greenville Port Commission, for lease of lands on the City waterfront.
**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER #20-383
ORDER: APPROVING SENDING AGENDA ITEM #12, “COUNCIL TO CONSIDER AUTHORIZING HIRING A STREET AND DRAINAGE CNSTRUCTION DIVISION CHIEF IN THE STREET DEPARTMENT,” TO THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION.
         On motion by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Banks with all members present voting AYE, Council approved sending Agenda Item #12 to the Public Works Committee for further discussion. 
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER #20-384
ORDER: AUTHORIZING ADVERTISING FOR CONSTRUCTION SERVICES UNDER THE COMPREHENSIVE SANITARY SEWER IMPROVEMENTS – 2020 WWTP EFFLUENT PUMP STATION IMPROVEMENTS UNDER SRF LOAN #C-280767-11 PROJECT. 
On motion by Councilman Brock, seconded by Councilwoman Hawkins with all members present voting AYE, Council authorized advertising for construction services under the Comprehensive Sanitary Sewer Improvements – 2020 WWTP Effluent Pump Station Improvements under SRF loan #C-280767-11 project.
**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER #20-385
SEE DOCUMENT AT END

ORDER: AWARDING BID FOR SIX MONTH OFFICE SUPPLIES TO THE LOWEST AND BEST BIDDER PER LINE ITEM.


On motion by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom with all members present voting AYE, Council awarded bid for six-month office supplies to the lowest and best bidder per line item.

**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER #20-386

SEE DOCUMENT AT END

ORDER: AWARDING BID FOR SIX MONTH JANITORIAL SUPPLIES TO THE LOWEST AND BEST BIDDER PER LINE ITEM. 


On motion by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom with all members present voting AYE, Council awarded bid for six-month janitorial supplies to the lowest and best bidder per line item.

**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER #20-387

SEE DOCUMENT AT END

ORDER: AWARDING BID FOR SIX MONTH MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES TO THE LOWEST AND BEST BIDDER PER LINE ITEM.


On motion by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom with all members present voting AYE, Council awarded bid for six-month maintenance supplies to the lowest and best bidder per line item.

**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER #20-388

ORDER: AWARDING BID FOR SIX MONTH TRASH AND DEBRIS HAULING TO KENNETH DEMOLITION, THE LOWEST BIDDER.

	Vendor
	Lesure’s Excavation & Demolition, Inc.

Greenville, MS
	Waste Hauling and Disposal, Inc.
Leland, MS
	Kenneth’s 
Excavation
Greenville, MS

	30 Yard Daily Dumpster Loads

From Compound
	$300.00
	$190.00
	$70.50

	Holiday Overflow Dumpster
	30 Yd
	$300.00
	$190.00
	$160.00

	
	40 Yd
	No Bid
	$253.33
	$214.00

	
	
	
	
	

	Case of Emergency or Natural Disaster
	30 Yd
	$275.00
	$190.00
	$160.00

	
	40 Yd
	No Bid
	$253.33
	$214.00



On motion by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom with all members present voting AYE, Council awarded bid for six-month trash and debris hauling to Kenneth Demolition.

**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER #20-389

SEE DOCUMENT AT END

ORDER: AWARDING BID FOR SIX MONTH WATER AND SEWER MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES TO SOUTHERN PIPE & SUPPLY, THE SOLE BIDDER.


On motion by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom with all members present voting AYE, Council awarded bid for six-month water and sewer maintenance supplies to Southern Pipe & Supply.

**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER # 20-390
ORDER: APPROVING UTILITY BILLING ADJUSTMENTS FOR THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNTS BASED ON PLUMBER’S RECEIPTS.

	ACCOUNT #
	ADDRESS
	AMOUNT OF ADJUSTMENT

	3690
	115 Gamwyn Park
	$                                       408.44

	5377
	1123 Gibbons Street
	$                                         64.22

	4784
	513 Cherry Street
	$                                       121.69

	5149
	1120 Goodrich Street
	$                                       462.01

	5728

	825 S. Colorado Street
	$                                       611.12

	6366
	1215 E. John Street
	$                                       316.25

	5032
	553 Beckwith Street
	$                                         50.92

	3130
	426 Giddens Street
	$                                       153.02

	2907

	422 Pap Brown Street
	$                                       141.67

	5306
	1422 Booker Street
	$                                       178.68

	5174
	1211 Goodrich Street
	$                                       484.72

	5187
	919 Dallriva Street
	$                                       209.78

	4643

	428 2nd Street

	$                                       148.13

	2212
	830 Chatham Drive #2-B
	$                                       135.22

	3215
	427 E. Reed Road
	$                                         96.26

	3813
	513 S. Washington Avenue
	$                                       116.73

	14486

	626 Pickett Street
	$                                       133.75

	2962

	1440 Sandy Avenue
	$                                       121.34


On motion by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, seconded by Councilwoman Banks with all members present voting AYE, Council approved the above utility billing adjustments.
**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER # 20-391
ORDER: APPROVING PAY REQUEST #1 FROM REMELDA LEWIS IN THE AMOUNT OF $400.00 FOR WORK PERFORMED UNDER THE MS STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH MAYOR’S HEALTH COUNCIL INITIATIVE (100% GRANT FUNDED).

On motion by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, seconded by Councilwoman Banks with all members present voting AYE, Council approved pay request #1 from Remelda Lewis in the amount of $400.00.
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER # 20-392
ORDER: APPROVING PAY REQUEST #5 FROM MURPHY PIPELINE CONTRACTORS IN THE AMOUNT OF $309,690.67 FOR WORK PERFORMED UNDER THE COMPREHENSIVE SANITARY SEWER IMPROVEMENT PROJECT CONTRACT NO. 1 – HANCOCK FORCE MAIN FINANCED THROUGH SRF LOAN #C280767-10.

On motion by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, seconded by Councilwoman Banks with all members present voting AYE, Council approved pay request #5 from Murphy Pipeline Contractors in the amount of $309,690.67.
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER # 20-393
ORDER: APPROVING PAY REQUEST #295155 FROM CARDNO, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,363.70 FOR WORK PERFORMED UNDER THE EPA BROWNFIELD ASSISTANCE GRANT #BF-00D60317 (100% GRANT FUNDED).

On motion by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, seconded by Councilwoman Banks with all members present voting AYE, Council approved pay request #295155 from Cardno, Inc. in the amount of $3,363.70. **************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER # 20-394

ORDER: APPROVING PAY REQUEST #1089129 FROM MICHAEL BAKER INTERNATIONAL IN THE AMOUNT OF $30,151.42 FOR WORK PERFORMED UNDER THE RUNWAY 18L/36R SAFETY AREA GRADING PROJECT UNDER FAA GRANT # 3-28-0027-036-2019 (95% GRANT FUNDED).


On motion by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, seconded by Councilwoman Banks with all members present voting AYE, Council approved pay request #1089129 from Michael Baker International in the amount of $30,151.42.

**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER # 20-395
ORDER: APPROVING ACCOUNTS PAYABLE CLAIMS DOCKET IN THE AMOUNT OF $591,563.67  INCLUSIVE OF ADDED CLAIM FROM LAKE TINDALL IN THE AMOUNT OF $9,857.66.
On motion by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, seconded by Councilwoman Banks with all members present voting AYE, Council approved Accounts Payable Claims Docket in the amount of $591,563.67. **************************************************************************************************************************


Council addressed citizen complaints in the Water/Utility department as it relates to water bills. Citizens have voiced their concerns regarding the amount of their bills as well as the delay in receiving bills. Water Billing Director reiterated COVID-19 , staff shortages and implementation of a new meter reading system created a backlog within the department and contributed to a delay in billings. Council requested Mr. Whitley develop a corrective action plan to (1) address the citizen’s complaints and (2) provide relief to the residents. No action taken.
**************************************************************************************************************************
Councilwoman Hawkins addressed a letter published in the Delta Democrat Times from a citizen complaining about excessive trash and debris throughout Ward 2. Councilwoman Hawkins assured the citizens in her ward that those claims were unsubstantiated and City personnel have been diligent in removing accumulated trash and debris throughout the City. No action taken.
**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER # 20-396

ORDER: RATIFYING MAYOR’S SIGNATURE ON A MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT  WITH THE WASHINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISOR FOR A CDBG APPLICATION PREPARED BY SOUTH DELTA PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT FOR CONTINUATION OF SEWER REHABILITATION WORK FUNNELED THROUGH WASHINGTON COUNTY IN THAT THE CITY HAS NOT COMPLETED ITS CURRENT CDBG GRANT DUE TO RIVER LEVELS.

On motion by Councilwoman Hawkins, seconded by Councilman Wilson with all members present voting AYE, Council ratified Mayor’s signature on a Memorandum Of Agreement  with the Washington County Board Of Supervisor for a CDBG application prepared by South Delta Planning & Development for continuation of sewer rehabilitation work funneled through Washington County in that the city has not completed its current CDBG grant due to river levels.
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER # 20-397

ORDER: AUTHORIZING HIRING PART TIME EMPLOYEE ON A TEMPORARY BASIS TO COVER THE DUTIES OF MR. JAKE PERRY, THE PARKS AND RECREATION GOLF COURSE PRO SHOP MANAGER, CONTINGENT THAT A FUROUGHED EMPLOYEE IN THE PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT IS UNABLE TO PERFORM THE DUTIES.

On motion by Councilman Brock, seconded by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom with all members present voting AYE, Council authorized hiring part time employee for fulfill the duties of the Parks and Recreation Golf Course Pro Shop Manager on a temporary basis.
**************************************************************************************************************************
EXECUTIVE SESSION

**************************************************************************************************************************

OPEN SESSION

Council took up for discussion Agenda Item #20, “Council to consider hearing city-wide personnel issues in Closed Session.” Clerk Wicks and EFC Osso noted that Department Heads have performed well in adhering to Council Order #20-289 of May 22, 2020 and #20-293 of June 2, 2020. Both Orders implemented measures to offset losses from gaming revenue and sales tax diversions stemming from mandated business closures due to the Coronavirus.
Approximately $60,000 has been spend out of the $1,847,195 that departments were not to use and 31 employees were furloughed June 1, 2020. Disciplined spending has assisted in cutting losses; therefore, Clerk Wicks and EFC Osso expressed that employees may be returned to work full-time if Council agrees. However, it was stressed that Department Heads still need to observe not spending budget line items identified under Order #20-293 in an effort for the City to meet its financial obligations.

ORDER #20-401
ORDER: AUTHORIZING FURLOUGHED EMPLOYEES TO RETURN TO WORK FULL-TIME EFFECTIVE AUGUST 1, 2020.


On motion by Councilwoman Banks, seconded by Councilwoman Hawkins with all members present voting AYE, Council authorized furloughed employees to return to work.

**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER #20-402
ORDER: TABLING AGENDA ITEM #21, “COUNCIL TO CONSIDER HEARING UPDATE ON POTENTIAL LITIGATION IN CLOSED SESSION.”


On motion by Councilman Brock, seconded by Councilwoman Banks with all members present voting AYE, Council tabled Agenda Item #21.

**************************************************************************************************************************
There being no further business coming before the City Council the meeting was adjourned. 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF 

GREENVILLE, MISSISSIPPI

________________________________

                                                                                 ERRICK D. SIMMONS, MAYOR
ATTEST:
_____________________________________

AMELIA D. WICKS, CITY CLERK 
City Council Meeting

July 21, 2020
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