
MINUTES OF A REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

OF THE CITY OF GREENVILLE, MISSISSIPPI

October 6, 2020
BE IT REMEMBERED that the City Council of the City of Greenville, Mississippi met in regular session via Zoom Communications at the hour of 4:00 P.M., Tuesday the 6th day of October for the purpose of transacting such business as might properly come before it.  

**************************************************************************************************************************

There were present the following officers and members of Council:
Mayor:
Errick D. Simmons

Council Members: 
Tasha Banks, Al Brock, Vernon Greenlee, Lois Hawkins, Lurann Thomas-Kingdom and James Wilson 
Also Present: 

Andy Alexander, City Attorney 
             Maple Smith, Legal Secretary

   

Priscilla Bush, Municipal Ct. Clerk

Ron Thomas, H.R. Director



Ruben Brown, Fire Chief



Jermaine Thornton, Public Works Dir.




Milton Davenport, Fleet Director


Ronnie Washington, Street/Utility Maint. Dir.
. 


Mark DiBiase, External IT Manager   
Samuel Washington, Airport Director



Corey Holmes, Parks & Recreation Dir.  
Amelia D. Wicks, City Clerk



Mark Hooker, Jr., Ext. City Engineer
Carlon Williams, Interim Planning Dir.




Brenda Marsalis, Interim Water Billing Dir.
Delando Wilson, Police Chief



Steve Osso, Ext. Financial Consultant


 Absent:
Michael Merchant, Asst. Police Chief
 
**************************************************************************************************************************
Councilman Wilson offered the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
**************************************************************************************************************************

Mayor Simmons called for additions and deletions to the Agenda. The following items were added:

On motion by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, seconded by Councilwoman Hawkins with all members present voting AYE, Council added, “Council to consider approval of training requests for Corey Holmes, Cassandra McMiller, Lee Sipes, and Kyla Winford in the total amount of $1,060.00,” to the Agenda.
On motion by Councilman Brock, seconded by Councilwoman Hawkins with all members present voting AYE, Council added, “Council to consider claims from Dish Network in the total amount of $273.09 for monthly service at the Greenville Mid Delta Airport to the Accounts Payable Claims Docket”.
On motion by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilman Brock with all members present voting AYE, Council added, “Council to consider hearing update on Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) application,” to the Agenda.

On motion by Councilwoman Hawkins, seconded by Councilman Brock with all members present voting AYE, Council added, “Council to consider discussion regarding the inmate program,” to the Agenda.
On motion by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom with all members present voting AYE, Council added, “Council to consider discussion regarding water bill for Washington County in Closed Session,” to the Agenda. 

On motion by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Banks with all members present voting AYE, Council added, “Council to consider approving filling truck driver vacancy in Sanitation Department,” to the Agenda. 
**************************************************************************************************************************
On motion by Councilwoman Banks, seconded by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom with all members present voting AYE, Council accepted monthly reports as written with the exception of Engineering.

The following monthly report was presented:

Engineering

**************************************************************************************************************************

On motion by Councilman Brock, seconded by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom with all members present voting AYE, Council adopted minutes of a regular session City Council meeting held September 15, 2020.
**************************************************************************************************************************

On motion by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, seconded by Councilwoman Banks with all members present voting AYE, Council adopted minutes of a Public Works Committee meeting held September 21, 2020.
**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER #20-490
ORDER: DECLARING REHABILITATION OF THE WASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANT BELT PRESS BUILDING AS AN EMERGENCY AND APPROVING PHOENIX PROCESS EQUIPMENT AS A SOLE SOURCE VENDOR FOR THE PURCHASE OF PARTS AND EQUIPMENT.

         On motion by Councilwoman Hawkins, seconded by Councilwoman Banks with all members present voting AYE, Council declared rehabilitation of the Waste Water Treatment Plant Belt Press Building as an emergency and approving Phoenix Process Equipment as a sole source vendor for the purchase of parts and equipment.
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER #20-491
ORDER: APPROVING PURCHASE OF A NEW FRONT LOADER FOR THE SANITATION DEPARTMENT TO REMOVE TRASH AND YARD WASTE AT A COST OF APPROXIMATELY $80,000.

         On motion by Councilwoman Banks, seconded by Councilwoman Hawkins with all members present voting AYE, Council approved purchase of a new front loader for the Sanitation Department to remove trash and yard waste at a cost of approximately $80,000.

**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER #20-492
                                                                                                                                                              ORDER: AUTHORIZING FILLING THE STREET DEPARTMENT HEAVY EQUIPMENT SUPERVISOR VACANCY WITH THE SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATE SERVING A PROBATIONARY PERIOD OF SIX (6) MONTHS AS OPPOSED TO TWELVE (12) MONTHS EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 12, 2020.

On motion by Councilwoman Banks, seconded by Councilwoman Hawkins with all members present voting AYE, Council authorized filling the Street Department Heavy Equipment Supervisor vacancy with the successful candidate serving a probationary period of six (6) months as opposed to twelve (12) months effective October 12, 2020.

**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER #20-493
ORDER: ESTABLISHING HOURS OF OPERATION OF 8 A.M – 2:30 P.M., MONDAY – FRIDAY, FOR CITIZENS TO DROP OFF AND UNLOAD TRASH AND DEBRIS AT THEIR OWN RISK AT THE PUBLIC WORKS COMPOUND WITH IDENTIFICATION PROVIDED. 

On motion by Councilwoman Hawkins, seconded by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom with all members present voting AYE, Council established hours of operation for citizens to drop off and unload trash and debris at their own risk at the Public Works Compound. 

**************************************************************************************************************************

On motion by Councilwoman Banks, seconded by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom with all members present voting AYE, Council adopted minutes of a Public Safety Committee meeting held September 21, 2020. 
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER # 20-494                                                                                                                                                                 

ORDER: AUTHORIZING COUNCIL TO DESIGNATE AND SUBMIT ONE (1) STREET IN THEIR RESPECTIVE WARDS FOR INSTALLATION OF SPEED BUMPS/SPEED HUMPS WITH RESIDENTS BEING ALLOWED TO SHARE IN THE PURCHASE COST AND GRANTING AUTHORIZATION TO PROCEED WITH INSTALLATION BASED ON INPUT FROM POLICE DEPARTMENT, EXTERNAL CITY ENGINEER, FIRE DEPARTMENT AND STREET DIRECTOR.

On motion by Councilwoman Banks, seconded by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom with all members present voting AYE, Council authorized the installation of speed bumps/speed humps per Ward with residents being allowed to share in the purchase cost and granted authorization to proceed with installation based on input from Police Department, External City Engineer, Fire Department and Street Director.
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER # 20-495
ORDER: AUTHORIZING IMPOSING A FEE OF $25.00 FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BURN PERMITS WITHIN THE GREENVILLE CITY LIMITS.

On motion by Councilman Brock, seconded by Councilwoman Hawkins with all members present voting AYE, Council authorized imposing a fee of $25.00 for the issuance of burn permits within the Greenville city limits.

**************************************************************************************************************************

On motion by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, seconded by Councilwoman Banks with all members present voting AYE, Council adopted minutes of a special session City Council meeting held September 24, 2020.
On motion by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, seconded by Councilwoman Hawkins with all members present voting AYE, Council adopted minutes of a Finance Committee meeting held September 29, 2020. 
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER # 20-496
ORDER: AUTHORIZING FILLING A MUNICIPAL COURT DEPUTY CLERK VACANCY.

On motion by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, seconded by Councilwoman Banks with all members present voting AYE, Council authorized filling a Municipal Court Deputy Clerk vacancy.

**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER # 20-497
ORDER: AUTHORIZING PURCHASING A HALF PAGE ADVERTISEMENT THROUGH DELTA BUSINESS JOURNAL AT A COST OF $395.00 FOR ITS ANNUAL GREENVILLE BUSINESS PROFILE SPOTLIGHT EDITION TO PUBLISH IN NOVEMBER.

On motion by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, seconded by Councilwoman Banks with all members present voting AYE, Council authorized purchasing a half page advertisement through Delta Business Journal at a cost of $395.00 for its annual Greenville Business Profile spotlight edition to publish in November.

**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER # 20-498
ORDER: AUTHORIZING FILLING A LABORER VACANCY IN THE WATER WELLS/LIFT STATIONS DEPARTMENT.

On motion by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, seconded by Councilman Brock with all members present voting AYE, Council authorized filling a vacancy in the Water Wells/Lift Stations Department.
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER # 20-499
ORDER: AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF POLO STYLE LOGOED SHIRTS FOR THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS.

On motion by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom with all members present voting AYE, Council authorized the purchase of polo style logoed shirts for the Mayor and Council members.

**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER # 20-500

ORDER: APPROVING ENDING SERVICE WITH PAYMENTUS FOR UTILITY BILLING ACH COLLECTIONS AND APPROVING SERVICE WITH PAYSTAR ONLINE SYSTEM FOR THE SAME.

On motion by Councilwoman Banks, seconded by Councilwoman Hawkins with all members present voting AYE, Council authorized ending service with Paymentus for utility billing ACH collections and approved service with Paystar Online System for the same.
[Editor’s Note: See minutes of October 20, 2020.]

**************************************************************************************************************************

Mr. Karl Goodman of Bridgers, Goodman, Baird & Clark, PLLC provided Council with an overview of the 2018-2019 fiscal year audit. The City received an unqualified opinion, the best that may be received, based on the implementation of GASB (Governmental Accounting Standards Board) 45. No action taken.

**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER # 20-501

ORDER: DETERMINING THAT DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) PANDEMIC, HALLOWEEN NEIGHBORHOOD DOOR-TO-DOOR TRICK OR TREATING WILL NOT BE ALLOWED; HOWEVER, OTHER CREATIVE METHODS OFFERED BY PARKS AND RECREATION, BUSINESSES, CHURCHES, AGENCIES, AND CITIZENS, MAY PROCEED IN ACCORDANCE WITH FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL PREVENTIVE GUIDELINES. 
On motion by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom with all members present voting AYE, Council determined that due to COVID-19, Halloween neighborhood door-to-door trick or treating will not be allowed; however, other creative methods offered by Parks and Recreation, businesses, churches, agencies, and citizens, may proceed in accordance with federal, state, and local preventive guidelines.
**************************************************************************************************************************
RESOLUTION #20-314
SEE DOCUMENT AT END

On motion by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Hawkins with all members present voting AYE, Council ratified a Resolution signed by Mayor Simmons with an effective date of September 24, 2020 requesting the Department of Finance and Administration to adopt a resolution to declare the necessity for issuance of State General Obligation (GO) Bonds for a $1,000,000 award defined in Section 49 of House Bill 1730, during the 2020 Regular Legislative Session for costs associated with the construction and extension of Colorado Street from the intersection of George Abraham Boulevard southwest to VFW Road (100% grant funded).   

**************************************************************************************************************************   
ORDER # 20-502
ORDER: HOLDING IN ABEYANCE AGENDA ITEM #14, “COUNCIL TO CONSIDER REVIEW AND AMENDMENT OF THE LEAK ADJUSTMENT POLICY ADOPTED ON SEPTEMBER 18, 2018,” FOR CLOSED SESSION IN ORDER TO RECEIVE LEGAL ADVICE.

On motion by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom with all members present voting AYE, Council  held Agenda Item #14 in abeyance for Closed Session.             
**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER # 20-503
ORDER: APPROVING COPIER LEASE AGREEMENT FOR PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT (FORMERLY ENGINEERING) AS LISTED UNDER STATE CONTRACT WITH THE IMAGE SPECIALIST OF MS FOR A PERIOD OF 48 MONTHS AT A RATE OF $112.00 PER MONTH.

On motion by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, seconded by Councilman Wilson with all members present voting AYE, Council approved copier lease agreement for Public Works Department (formerly Engineering) as listed under State contract with The Image Specialist of MS for a period of 48 months at a rate of $112.00 per month.

**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER # 20-504
ORDER: RENEWING LEASE AGREEMENT AND/OR MAINTENANCE WITH THE IMAGE SPECIALIST OF MS FOR COPIER IN GREENVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION DIVISION (CID) FOR 24 MONTHS AT A RATE OF $70.00 PER MONTH.
On motion by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, seconded by Councilwoman Banks with all members present voting AYE, Council renewed lease agreement and/or maintenance with the Image Specialist of MS for copier in Greenville Police Department Criminal Investigation Division (CID) for 24 months at a rate of $70.00 per month.

**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER # 20-505
ORDER: RENEWING LEASE AGREEMENT AND/OR MAINTENANCE WITH THE IMAGE SPECIALIST OF MS FOR COPIER IN GREENVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT SPECIAL OPERATIONS DIVISION FOR 24 MONTHS AT A RATE OF $70.00 PER MONTH.
On motion by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, seconded by Councilwoman Banks with all members present voting AYE, Council renewed lease agreement and/or maintenance with the Image Specialist of MS for copier in Greenville Police Department Special Operations Division for 24 months at a rate of $70.00 per month.

**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER # 20-506
ORDER: RENEWING LEASE AGREEMENT AND/OR MAINTENANCE WITH THE IMAGE SPECIALIST OF MS FOR COPIER IN CITY CLERK’S OFFICE FOR SERVICE AND MAINTENANCE CONTRACT ONLY.
On motion by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, seconded by Councilwoman Banks with all members present voting AYE, Council renewed lease agreement and/or maintenance with the Image Specialist of MS for copier in City Clerk’s Office for service and maintenance contract only.

**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER # 20-507
ORDER: RENEWING LEASE AGREEMENT AND/OR MAINTENANCE WITH THE IMAGE SPECIALIST OF MS FOR COPIER IN MUNICIPAL COURT FOR SERVICE AND MAINTENANCE CONTRACT ONLY.
On motion by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, seconded by Councilwoman Banks with all members present voting AYE, Council renewed lease agreement and/or maintenance with the Image Specialist of MS for copier in Municipal Court for service and maintenance contract only.

**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER # 20-508
                                                                                                                                                                    ORDER: RENEWING LEASE AGREEMENT AND/OR MAINTENANCE WITH THE IMAGE SPECIALIST OF MS TO RELOCATE COPIER IN PUBLIC WORKS ADMINISTRATION (FORMERLY ENGINEERING) TO RECORDS DIVISION AT A RATE OF $90.00 PER MONTH.
On motion by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, seconded by Councilwoman Banks with all members present voting AYE, Council renewed lease agreement and/or maintenance with the Image Specialist of MS to relocate copier in Public Works Administration (formerly Engineering) to Records Division at a rate of $90.00 per month.

**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER # 20-509
ORDER: APPROVING UTILITY BILLING ADJUSTMENTS FOR THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNTS BASED ON PLUMBER’S RECEIPTS.

	ACCOUNT #
	ADDRESS
	AMOUNT OF ADJUSTMENT

	2127
	436 Cedar Street
	$                                       282.64

	4781
	322 W. Moore Street
	$                                       192.75

	2114
	527 E. Reed Road
	$                                       277.96

	6325
	1322 E. John Street
	$                                       121.34

	3917
	1139 Luster Street
	$                                         42.45

	15598
	1621 Roosevelt Street
	$                                       243.90

	3125
	916 Ireys Street
	$                                       272.64

	3066
	1045 Gibbons Street
	$                                         93.54

	4529
	938 S. Shelby Street
	$                                       911.37

	3089
	418 Stebbins Street
	$                                       158.76

	17525
	1446 S. Theobald Street
	$                                       525.98

	3876
	702 Cason Drive
	$                                         36.78

	3004
	1137 Boyd Street
	$                                       218.54

	5421
	1248 S. Delesseps Street
	$                                       368.90

	6312
	1326 John Street
	$                                         25.43

	6815
	1330 S. St. Joseph Circle
	$                                       157.40

	7558
	328 Mulberry Street
	$                                       158.78

	16877
	1613 Madeline Lane
	$                                         86.92

	7200
	1921 Tucker Street
	$                                         73.56

	6827
	1180 S. Colorado Street
	$                                       237.00

	7564
	3210 Hwy 82 East
	$                                       121.92

	8213
	513 N. Delta Street
	$                                    3,836.81

	7950
	2828 Oktibbeha Street
	$                                         69.89

	5604
	731 Adams Drive
	$                                         90.58

	2038
	2038 Tucker Street
	$                                       393.90

	6976
	1331 E. Reed Road
	$                                    1,435.09

	16703
	1946 Michigan Street
	$                                       208.06

	7946
	2906 Oktibbeha Street
	$                                       187.08

	6897
	1327 N. St. Joseph Circle
	$                                       169.34

	8786
	341 S. Cornell Street
	$                                       457.87

	8969
	221 N. 9th Street

	$                                       243.26

	5757
	242 S. 6th Street
	$                                       365.75

	5906
	812 Ashburn Road
	$                                       204.89

	8293
	1915 Lebannon Lane
	$                                    1,049.89

	5475
	429 3rd Street
	$                                       285.71

	6260
	1265 Wayside Drive
	$                                       262.79

	4472
	860 Dr. MLK North
	$                                       632.18

	5930
	1548 Smith Street
	$                                    1,311.42

	5932
	1811 Smith Street
	$                                       647.53

	7339
	322 S. Beauchamp Ave
	$                                         59.48

	6370
	1219 E. John Street
	$                                       453.14

	7867
	245 N. Beauchamp Ave
	$                                       152.09  


On motion by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, seconded by Councilwoman Banks with all members present voting AYE, Council approved the above utility billing adjustments.
**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER # 20-510
ORDER: APPROVNG PAY REQUEST #9 FROM HEMPHILL CONSTRUCTION COMPANY IN THE AMOUNT OF $695,459.90 FOR WORK PERFORMED UNDER THE WASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANT GRIT CHAMBER IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT CONTRACT NO. 2 FOR INCLUSION IN SEWER REVOLVING FUND #C280767-10.
On motion by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom with all members present voting AYE, Council approved pay request #9 from Hemphill Construction Company in the amount of $695,459.90. 
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER # 20-511
ORDER: APPROVING PAY REQUEST #1095303 FROM MICHAEL BAKER INTERNATIONAL IN THE AMOUNT OF $16,793.97 FOR WORK PERFORMED UNDER FAA GRANT #3-28-0027-040-2020 FOR CONCRETE APRON REHABILITATION PROJECT (95% GRANT FUNDED).

On motion by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, with all members present voting AYE, Council approved pay request #1095303 from Michael Baker International in the amount of $16,793.97.

**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER #20-512
ORDER: APPROVING PAY REQUEST #1094542 FROM MICHAEL BAKER INTERNATIONAL IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,737.04 FOR WORK PERFORMED UNDER FAA GRANT #3-28-0027-036-2019 FOR RUNWAY 18L/36R SAFETY AREA GRADING PROJECT (95% GRANT FUNDED).

On motion by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom with all members present voting AYE, Council approved pay request #1094542 from Michael Baker International in the amount of $1,737.04.

**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER #20-513
ORDER: APPROVING PAY REQUEST #1095258 FROM MICHAEL BAKER INTERNATIONAL IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,737.88 FOR WORK PERFORMED UNDER FAA GRANT #3-28-0027-038-2020 FOR REHABILITATION OF TAXIWAY B FROM TAXIWAY D NORTH TO RUNWAY 18L PROJECT (95% GRANT FUNDED).


On motion by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom with all members present voting AYE, Council approved pay request #1095258 from Michael Baker International in the amount of $5,737.88.

**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER # 20-514
ORDER: APPROVING ACCOUNTS PAYABLE CLAIMS DOCKET IN THE AMOUNT OF $858,223.72 THAT IS INCLUSIVE OF ADDED CLAIMS FROM DISH NETWORK IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $273.09. 


On motion by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom, seconded by Councilwoman Hawkins with all members present voting AYE, Council approved Accounts Payable Claims Docket in the amount of $858,223.72.

**************************************************************************************************************************
ORDER # 20-515
ORDER: APPROVING TRAINING REQUESTS FOR COREY HOLMES, CASSANDRA MCMILLER, LEE SIPES,  AND KYLA WINFORD TO ATTEND THE NATIONAL RECREATION AND PARK ASSOCIATION VIRTUAL CONFERENCE AND ANNUAL TRAINING OCTOBER 27-29, 2020 IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $1,060.00.

On motion by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Hawkins with all members present voting AYE, Council approved training requests for Corey Holmes, Cassandra Mcmiller, Lee Sipes, and Kyla Winford in the total amount of $1,060.00.

**************************************************************************************************************************
Clerk Wicks provided an update on funding allocated to counties and municipalities under Senate Bill #3047 of the MS Legislature 2020 Regular Session. Funds were provided to each state through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act by the federal government. Greenville was dedicated an allocation of $805,716.45 based on the population formula used by the State. Allowable expenses gathered thus far exceed $2,000,000. MS Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) was tasked with overseeing applications and disbursements from counties and municipalities. Deadline to apply is October 15, 2020. No action taken.
**************************************************************************************************************************
Councilwoman Hawkins expressed concern regarding litter being thrown along City streets and questioned whether the City has resumed utilizing inmate labor. Due to COVID-19 concerns, MDOC inmates are not currently being utilized and fine workers have opted not to work off their court fines. The Public Works Director was tasked with finding creative ways to keep City streets litter free during this pandemic. No action taken.
**************************************************************************************************************************

ORDER # 20-516
ORDER: AUTHORIZING FILLING A TRUCK DRIVER VACANCY IN THE SANITATION DEPARTMENT.

On motion by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Thomas-Kingdom with all members present voting AYE, Council authorized filling a truck driver vacancy in the Sanitation Department.
**************************************************************************************************************************

EXECUTIVE SESSION
**************************************************************************************************************************
OPEN SESSION

**************************************************************************************************************************
There being no further business coming before the City Council the meeting was adjourned. 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF 

GREENVILLE, MISSISSIPPI

________________________________

                                                                                 ERRICK D. SIMMONS, MAYOR
ATTEST:
_____________________________________
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